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Abstracts

Syria’s War Economy: Characteristics, Operating Mechanism and Future
Prospects

Li Haipeng

Abstract; The war economy is a key component of the Syrian civil war. Wartime
political, military, and security dynamics on both domestic and regional fronts as
well as pre — war socio — economic networks jointly shaped the basic configurations of
the Syrian war economy, which is characterized by coercive extraction, the
strengthening of economic monopoly, expansion of the informal economy, parallel
economic fragmentation and interdependence, and growing influences of external
factors on Syria’s economy. At the micro level, the operation of Syria’ s war
economy is underpinned by economic activities of various actors participating in the
combat economy, wartime speculative economy and coping economy. As of 2018,
the war economy has impacted indirectly on the duration and trajectories of the Syrian
civil war through mechanisms of war financing, competition over economic
resources, and feeding the coping economy. Since the end of 2019, multiple factors
at home and abroad have triggered grave economic and humanitarian crisis in Syria
and significantly reformulated the operating mechanism and characteristics of Syria’ s
war economy, which will have complex and far — reaching impacts on conflict
resolution and post — war reconstruction in Syria.

Key words: war economy; Syria; economic crisis; post — war reconstruction

Multidimensional Impacts of Climate Change on Food Security in Africa and
Its Governance

Piao Yingji

Abstract: Africa’ s vulnerability to climate change is among the highest in the
world. Climate change and its knock —on effects have caused environmental,
economic and social impacts on food security in Africa. In the environmental
dimension, climate change induced consequences such as abnormal precipitation
patterns, deterioration of land degradation and frequent extreme weather events,
have posed systemic threats to agricultural production and compromised food

availability in Africa. In terms of the economic dimension, climate change could lead
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to economic loss for smallholders, constraint on productive investment, rising food
price and disruption of global food trade, thereby undermining the ability of
vulnerable groups to access food and the stability of food supplies at the national
level. Considering the social dimension, climate change has posed severe threat to
human health, deepened poverty and inequality, and exacerbated displacement and
violent conflicts, further increasing food security vulnerability in Africa. In the face
of daunting dual challenges of climate change and food security, it is urgent to
promote climate — resilient food system transformation in Africa. Looking forward,
African countries may consider promoting low — carbon based agricultural production
methods, shaping climate —resilient agricultural value chains and building social
safety nets to withstand climate — related disasters as strategic priorities.

Key words: climate change; African food security; food systems; climate

resilience; low — carbon agriculture

North - South Divide and Imbalance Dilemma in Global Energy Governance:.
Africa — based Research
Zhang Rui

Abstract; The Global South is generally in a weak position in global energy
governance. This article uses Africa as a case to explore the prominent North — South
differences and bilateral imbalance dilemma in global energy governance. The energy
challenges facing the Global South include widespread energy poverty, lagging
energy transition, and the great dependence of oil and gas resource countries on the
fossil energy industry. Global South and Global North have significant differences in
the core concepts and evolutionary directions of energy governance, including
different views on energy security, energy transition agendas, just energy transition
and the relationship between energy governance and geopolitics. The Global North
firmly holds the leading power in the governance process and dominates the natural
space, energy choices and resource benefits of the Global South. At the issue level ,
it manifests itself in fossil energy divestment movements, unrealistic transition plans,
transnational exploitation, limited climate finance and sowing discord among

countries. The Global South should adhere to the orientation of development,
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