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Exploring the media development in Africa

and paths for China-Africa media cooperation

LI Yujie

( Institute of West Asian and African Studies Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100101 China)

Abstract: Media exchange is a crucial part of China-Africa cooperation. Currently African media is un—
dergoing a critical transformation with traditional media developing in a polarized manner and digital media
rapidly rising reshaping the media landscape in Africa. At the same time African media faces challenges
such as funding shortages insufficient training for media professionals an expanding digital divide and an
unstable external environment along with the chain reactions these issues cause. To help African media better
adapt to new media technologies and effectively tell the China-Africa story in the new era this paper proposes
new cooperation paths based on a summary of past achievements and shortcomings in China-Africa media col-
laboration: first strengthen content sharing among media to break the negative narrative paradigm from the
West and amplify the voices of the Global South; second enhance cooperation in training media talents to help
Africa cultivate a new generation of media professionals and promote the development of media convergence in
Africa; third assist Africa in bridging the digital divide enhance the mutual understanding of each other’ s
communication systems and concepts and enable African media to play a more constructive role in national
development.

Key words: media; China-Africa cooperation; media convergence; exchange and mutual learning



