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Abstracts

homology and the evolutionary idea. The characteristics of integration, pluralism,
instrumentality and even contradiction embody the attempt to construct the paradigm
of Turkish nationalism, but its different dimensions have allowed ethnic issues to
emerge as a byproduct of the modernization process, giving more room for Neo —
Ottomanism and promoting the convergence of Turkish nationalism and populism. All
these have become a part of the trends of world’ s nationalism, the rising of “the
Global South” and the dealing with the challenge of “globalization”.

Key words; nationalism; Tiirkiye; Mustafa Kemal; nation —building; nation identity;

populism

An Analysis of Social Governance in the Period of the Justice and Development
Party in Tiirkiye
Wei Min & Liu Hongze

Abstract: Since the establishment of the Republic of Tiirkiye, the country’s social
governance has different characteristics in different periods. After the development
stage of the coordination of social governance concept with state power construction
and national governance, the government —led social governance management
system, the transformation of social governance subjects from government — led to
pluralistic co — governance, and the enhancement of social governance socialization ,
Tiirkiye entered a period of pluralistic integration and complex social governance led
by the Justice and Development Party government. During this period, Tiirkiye
mainly promoted social governance through three paths: promoting economic growth
as the core demand to stabilize the social foundation; building a multi - field social
governance system to promote social equity; strengthening Islamic cultural ties and
national identity to reduce the risk of social conflicts. The Justice and Development
Party’ s 20 years of social governance in Tiirkiye has achieved remarkable results and
maintained social stability, especially in the first decade of the 21" century,
national economy achieved rapid growth and social development also achieved long —
term stability. However, at the same time, social governance also faces the following
prominent problems: the economic growth has slowed down, affecting the
improvement of people’ s livelihood ; the focus of social governance has shifted, and
the role of social organizations has been inhibited ; the strengthening of social control
has intensified social division and antagonism. From the perspective of the “Global

South” , developing countries are exploring ways to modernize their government’ s
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social governance capacity, and the gains and losses from Tiirkiye’s social
governance concepts, mechanisms, methods, and contents can bring some
inspiration to other countries.

Key words: social governance; Tiirkiye; Justice and Development Party; social

policy

Electoral Politics and Instrumentalization of Redistribution.: Welfare

Governance of the Justice and Development Party in Tiirkiye
Hu Shulei & Zhang Xiaojin

Abstract: Since 2002, the Justice and Development Party ( AKP) has gradually
developed and maintained electoral advantages in Tiirkiye. Electoral politics revolves
around the game of redistribution, with welfare governance as a core element in
explaining AKP’ s electoral performance. To maintain and strengthen its power, AKP
has pursued welfare reforms by vigorously promoting the growth of social assistance
programs, expanding welfare provisions in healthcare and public housing, and
restructuring the social security system. AKP’ s welfare governance, driven by
electoral politics, facilitated the systematic instrumentalization of redistribution, to a
certain extent turning it into a crucial tool for solidifying its ruling coalition. AKP has
employed extensive welfare distribution to attract its core voters primarily from low —
income groups, while also utilizing welfare privatization to co — opt Islamic economic
elites, thus maintaining a cross — class ruling coalition based on material interests
and ideological consensus. Welfare governance provided legitimacy for AKP’ s
electoral advantage and the expansion of its executive power. However, the recent
narrowing of AKP’ s electoral advantage indicates that the legitimacy effect of welfare
governance is gradually weakening. The reasons for this include the party’ s
diminishing redistributive capacity and the widespread presence of clientelism. Given
this double — edged effect, AKP should focus on improving citizens’ livelihoods,
getting rid of the trap of electoral opportunism in order to attain long — term ruling
legitimacy.

Key words; Middle East politics; electoral politics; Tiirkiye; Justice and

Development Party; welfare governance; instrumentalization of redistribution
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